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War-God's temple at Kamakura he wrote this haunting lyric, all
the more meaningful as he was the last of his house.
When I am gone and masterless
This house may seem, yet not the less
Remember me, fair tree, I pray—
Again these eaves with blossoms spray.
(b) Okura—a Court official
Sic transit.
In this our world woe follows woe
As year succeeds to year and day to day,
Its changes and its chances endless flow;
Calamities o'ertake us as they may.
Fair ladies, as their wont is, play
With gems, embroidering their flowing sleeves:
And fain the springtime they would stay,
But blossoms yield in turn to felling leaves,
And white hairs show in raven tresses sleek,
And wrinkles willy-nilly mar the rosy cheek.
IV. swordsmanship
Not only physical fitness, but something in addition by way of
spiritual sway was necessary. The Yagiu style required the fencer's
mind to be so concentrated on his sword that it became a part of the
steel or the steel a part of the mind. A man with a sword is expected
completely to cover himself against attacks from all quarters. Yagiu
went a step farther and said one must conceal oneself in a sword.
This sounds meaningless to those not initiated in Japanese fencing.
But it has a great significance. An accomplished fencer, especially
one with the so-called spiritual sway, poses himself in a certain
attitude, and his opponent, while watching for an unguarded spot to
attack, gradually feels lost in the labyrinth of feint attacks and
foibles. Presently he feels that his antagonist has disappeared, the
only visible thing being the point of his antagonist's blade. At this
point he is attacked and defeated. The Joser is apparently in a trance
which is brought about by the spiritual aggression of the victor* A
sort of mesmerism? In Japan the noted organizers of well-known
schools of fencing resorted to this method. They all repaired to the
mountain fastnesses and for years practised the art. In the absence
of a better term, it was named Kiai Jitsu, or the art of spiritual
swaying. . . , In books of military anecdotes, examples of flying

